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OBSERVATIONS* 

WHICH ACCOMPANIED A 

HEBREW MEDAL, 

SUBMITTED TO THE INSPECTION OF 

THE ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY. 
BY THE REV. R. WALSH, M. R. I. A. 



Read, June 28, 1819. 

In the the late war, my brother, Doctor Walsh, was attached to 
the British army acting in the north of Europe, where he availed 
himself of an opportunity of visiting Poland and Russia ; and, in his 
way, collected some coins and medals, whicli, on his return to 
Ireland, he gave to me, to add to my collection. They were 
wrapped in paper, to prevent their attrition, and generally labeled, 
on the envelope, with the name, use, and value of each. It was 

** These observations were written without any knowledge, that Mr. Mason had been en- 
gaged on a similar subject^ and the original transcript contained much more, that had been 
collected for the occasion ; but, as many of them were found to be repetitions of that Gentle- 
man's remarks, they are now omitted, and those only retained, which do not appear to have 
been anticipated by his essay, to which this is to be considered as supplementarjt 
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often my intention to examine and arrange this collection ; but I 
deferred it from various causes ; nor was I apprised^ that it con- 
tained any thing very valuable^ till chance threw in my way the 
pamphlet on the subject of the " Hebrew Medal, found at Friar's 
Walk, near Cork," I then recollected, that a similar one was 
among the coins my brother had collected on the continent ; and, 
on examination, I found an exact duplicate, but in a more perfect 
state. He informed me, that he obtained it from a Polish Jew, at 
Rostoc, in Lower Saxony, who prized it as an ancient amulet 
used by the early Christians ; but he annexed no such virtue to it 
himself, and parted with it as a charm, which would be valuable 
to a Christian, but could impart no protection to a Jew, though 
marked in the Hebrew characters. I found it labeled " Hebrew 
Talisman/' 

On comparing it with the medal found near Cork, it appears to 
be a duplicate struck from the same die, and differing only in the 
superior state of its preservation. The inscription is much plainer ; 
and those letters, which in the Cork medal were obliterated or im- 
paired, and occasioned a difference of opinion from their indistinct- 
ness, are here well defined and ascertainable beyond controversy. 
The ^ beth, in the 4th place of the 2d line, is entirely effaced in 
the Cork medal : in this it is as distinct as any other letter. In the 
5th place of the 3d line, the ^ aleph and the ^ raish are blended 
togetiier, as if by some violence striking the surface of the yielding 
metal till they coalesced : in this tliey are distinct and separated 
by a proper interval. In the 3d place of the 4th line, the apices 
of the letter, whether it be an y agin or a g piie, are blended toge- 
ther in the Cork medal : in this they are perfectly distinct ; and 
the last letter of the same line, which in the Cork medal is repre- 
sented by two indistinct marks, „ like commas, in this is a plain 
^ iovid. 



163 

The true reading then of the inscription, with the translation, 
which has been obhgingly made for me by the Vice-Provost, is 
as follows : — 

Thus in English characters — 
Meshiach malak ba beshalom veor meadam gnashui chai. 
Translated into Latin — 
Messiah regnavit ; venit in pace ; et lux ex homine factus, vivit. 

In English — 
The Messiah has reigned ; he came in peace ; and, being made 

the light of man, liveth. 
These circumstances, arising from the more perfect preservation 
of this medal, will, I trust, settle every controversy that may arise> 
at least from the ambiguity of the letters. It must be acknowledg- 
ed, however, that there is great rudeness visible even in their most 
perfect state. Though the impression is sharp and well defined, 
the nice and delicate marks, which distinguish similar Hebrew 
letters from each other, ,seem to have been altogether disregarded 
in the original die, from which the impression is taken. It may 
further be added, that the letters are entirely without vowel points ; 
of which not a trace is discernible in any part of the inscription. 

But the most striking dissimilitude in the present state of the 
medals is in the bust on the obverse. The figure is certainly in- 
tended to represent the Saviour of the World, yet, in the Cork 
medal, it seems to retain little of those characters, that should de- 
signate so august a personage. The head appears bald ; the frontal 
and temporal bones, and those of the upper jaw, fleshless and pro- 
jecting ; so as to exhibit the appearance of a naked scull. The 
chin is peaked and without a beard, or with one very imperfectly 
expressed ; and, in the whole aspect, there is an expression of 
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meanness rather than of dignity. These defects were not probably 
in the first impression of the countenance, but were caused, like 
those of the letters, by the injuries of attrition or erosion, naturally 
to be expected from the situation in which the medal was found. 

The bust on the medal, now submitted to the Academy, accords 
exactly with those delineations of our Saviour's person, which, 
whether spurious or genuine, convey at least a representation of 
what it ought to be. The head seems formed on the description 
of Christ said to be sent by Lentulus to Tiberius.* The hair di- 
vided on the vertex, " Nazarseorum ritu ;'' from thence descending, 
'^ plafii et integri, ad aures ; inde crispi non nihil usque ad hu- 

• It It recorded by Eutcbius, in his Ecclesiastical History, (Lib. 1. cap. xiii.) that Ab- 
garus, King of Edessa, held a correspondence with our Saviour ; and Mosheim adds, (Vol 1. 
p. 57) that he received from him his pitture, as a mark of esteem and approbation for his faith 
and piety. The letters, which were said to have passed on the occasion, are still extant ; but 
they are rejected by the learned as spurious. It is asserted, however, that the original picture 
is preserved in the Vatican ; from which a print, now very scarce, was published about 20O 
years ago. The portrait nearly resembles the form and expression of that on the medal, A 
respectable English periodical publication states, that the original letter of Lentulus to Tibe- 
rius, is in the possession of the family of the late Earl of Mazarene- A translation of this 
letter, with a portrait of our Saviour prefixed, was. a few years since, circulated in Dublin. 
The portrait resembled that on the medal : the following is the translation of the letter — 

<* There appeared, in our days, a man of uncommon great virtue, named Jesus Christ, 
wl^o is yet living among us, and of the Gentiles is accepted as a prophet of truth ; but his own 
disciples call him the Son of God. He raiseth the dead, and cureth all manner of diseases. 
A man of stature somewhat tall, and comely, with a very reverend countenance, such as the 
beholders may both love and fear. His hair of a colour of a chesnut full and ripe ; plain to his 
earg, whence downwards it is more orient, curling and waving about his shoulders. In the 
midst of his head, is a seam or partition of his hair, after the manner of the Nazarites. His 
forehead plain and very delicate. His face without spot or wrinkle : beautiful, with a lovely 
red. His nose and mouth formed as nothing can be represented. His beard thick, in colour 
like hishuir ; and not over long, but forked. His look innocent and mature. His eyes grey, 
clear, and quick. In reproving he is terrible ; in admonishing he is courteous and fair spoken^ 
pleasant in conversation, mixed with gravity. It cannot be remembered, that any have seen 



165 

meros.'' This arrangement of the hau' is finely expressed in the 
medal ; and, before it had suffered any thing from the injuries o^ 
time or accident, must have been very beautiful. The beard, *^ ca- 
pilHs simiHs baud prohxa et bitiidata," not descending to the breast ; 
but befitting the supposed age of the person represented, and giving 
a gravity and dignity to the expression of the countenance. The 
particular features beautiful ; ^^ fronte plana, naso et ore decoro ;'* 
and, from their combination, forming a countenance " placidus et 
venustus ;" but withal having a certain severity, ^^ ut aspicientes 
non tarn ad amorem quam terrorem sui alliceret.'' The medallic 
portrait well accords with this description : it is such indeed as 
Raphael or Carlo Dolce might and probably did copy. It is im- 
possible to contemplate it without being struck with the severe dig- 
nity, mixed with profound melancholy, so consonant to the cha- 
racter of the man of " sorrows ;'* who was often seen to weep, but 
never to smile ; who had lost the expression of youth, not by length 
of years, but of affliction ; and whose countenance was so impressed 
with the marks of premature age, that the Jews supposed him near 
50, when he was yet but 30 years old. The rest of the bust is fine : 
a full and open chest, over which the tunic lies in graceful folds ; 
while the exterior garments descend with ease from the shoulders. 
This drapery is executed in bold relief, and hangs on the person 
with grace and elegance. 

The metal of which the medal is composed seems a rare kind of 
brass, and in this also corresponds with that found in Cork. As it 

him laugh ; but many have seen him weep. In proportion of body most excellent ; his hands 
and arms most delicate to behold. In speaking very temperate, modest, and wise, A man, 
for his singular beauty, surpassing the children of men/* 

The Latin description, referred to in the text, and with which the medal is compared, is 
taken from Waserus. 
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is iirrpossible to asceitaii) its coniponent parts wilhoiit the destruc* 
tion of the medal or some portion of it-, its ingredients can only be 
conjectured from its sensible qualities. It is much paler than com- 
mon brass ; does not readily tarnish by exposure to air ; it might 
be mistaken for pure gold^ did not its specific gravity immediately 
detect it^ as it feels much lighter than a common brass medal of 
similar magnitude. Its weight in air is 262^76 grains, and its loss 
in water 31,16 grains, giving a specific gravity of 8,45. It has 
another remarkable property, which distinguishes it from modern 
metals : it is very sonorous, and thus it seems identified with the 
yu7^n.o(; \y^m of the New Testament ; which may have been the ob- 
ject of the Apostle's allusion in his epistle to the Corinthians, as well 
because it was light, as because it was '^ sounding."* These qua- 
lities perhaps arise from a combination of copper, zinc, and tin, 
alloyed with a small portion of gold and silver ; the levity and 
paleness depending upon the first, the sonorous properties on the 
second, and the resistance to oxydation or tarnish upon the last 
ingredients. The Ancients are known to have used all these me- 
tals in combination with copper in their coins and medals, *f The 

* Lightness of character, indicated b)'^ an allusion to lightness of weighty is a common 
mode of illustration in the sacred writings. The Psalmist says of men of high and bv7 degree— 
" To be laid in a balance, they are lighter than vanity/'— Ps. LXIL v. 9. Vessels of '' brass 
without weight" are mentioned in Jeremiah; but it probably alludes to thsir quantity, and 
not their quality. 

t It is a remarkable property in the combination of zinc and copper, that the yellowness of 

the compound increases by the addition of zinc, till it becomes equal to the quantity of copper. 

From that point it grows paler, till it becomes white. This circumstance would indicate a 

large proportion of zinc in the compositian of the medal. 

Newman's Chem. p. ^b. 

Zinc and copper formed the substance called Cadmeia, and tin has been detected in the 
analysis of ancient coins. Tin gives its sonorous properties to modern bell metals. 

Dyzes An. Journal Physique 1790. 
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composition usually called Corinthian Brass was much more rare 
and valuable : it was an accidental amalgam of gold, silver, and 
bronze, occasioned by the fusion of different vessels at the con- 
flagration of Corinth^ and found in its ruins after that opulent City 
had been sacked by the Consul Mummius. 

It is evident, from different writers, that medals similar to those 
described were not uncommon during the nnddle ages. They are 
, mentioned as having been seen by several authors ; seven of whom 
have handed down their exact form, by preserving fac similes of 
them in their works, viz. : — 

A.D. 
Waserus de Antiq. Nummis Hebraeorum, 1605 
Alstedius Prsecognita Theologia, - 1616 

Hottingerus de Cippis Hebrseicis, • 1658 

Wagenseil Sota - - . - 16/4 

Leusden Philologus Heb. mixtus, - 1696 

Surenhusius Mischna, - - * - 1700 
Rowland Mona Antiqua, - - . 1702 
Five originals* are known to be in the collection of different 
individuals at the present day, viz. :— - 

In that of Mr. Corlett, Cork, one brass. 

Rev. Mr, Symmonds, Ensham, one silver. 
Rev. Ad. Clark, D. D. Milbank, one brass. 

Do. Do. one copper. 

Rev. R. Walsh, Glasnevin, one brass. 

• An advertisement has appeared in the London papers intimating, that a medal, similar 
to that found in Cork, had been discovered in the ruins of St. AJban's. It is not unlikely, 
that imitations would be multiplied as the medal became an object of public curiosity. Seve- 
ral metallic casts were taken from Mr. Corlett's medal, and I have suffered impressions to be 
taken of that in my possession. 
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From a comparison of all those it would appear, that the medals 
were struck from six different dies ; as may be seen by an examina- 
tion of 4:he prefixed plate. 

No. 1, Represents the medal in my collection, which has been 
submitted to the inspection of the Academy. It is copied by Mr. 
Grattan, an ingenious Dublin artist ; but, though a very fine head, 
does not exactly represent the profound melancholy so exquisitely 
expressed in the original ; with which the artist was so struck, that 
he requested to take a copy as a study for his own gratification and 
improvement. 

No. 2, Is a fac simile of the Cork medal, copied by the same 
artist. 

No. 3, Is copied from Waserus. A similar one is given by Al- 
stedius very coarsely finished. On the observe of both, the ^ aleph 
is wanting, and the head is turned to the left. On the reverse, the 
shape of the letters and their arrangement, though different from 
all the rest, are exactly similar in each. 

No. 4, Is copied from Hottinger. It is smaller than any of the 
rest; though it does not appear, from any circumstance of the 
description, that the size has been attended to. The engraving is 
very coarse, and the character of the countenance badly expressed. 

No. 5, Is copied from Wagenseil. One exactly resembling it 
is given by Surenhusius, who quotes Wagenseil ; and it is evi- 
dent, from the size of the fac similes^ the form of the letters, and 
heir disposition on both sides of the medal, that thev are intended 
to represent an original exactly similar to Mr. Corlett's, one of Dr. 
A. Clark's, and mine. 

No. 6, Is copied from Leusden. The plate from which it is taken 
is extremely coarse. He supposes it was a siclus or shekel in circu- 
lation among the early Jewish converts to Christianity ; and gives 
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fac similes of two other coins, without the head of Christ, but with 
Hebrew inscriptions ; which, he says, was the cotemporary shekel of 
the unconverted Jews. 

No, 7. Is copied from Wagenseil and Surenhusius. — It is re- 
markable, that the name is written with a final y agin, and there are 
no letters on the obverse. The head is also turned to the right 
This medal Wagenseil considers very rare ; and asserts, that he had 
seen but one at Vienna, with the Ambassador of the Elector 
Palatine. 

No. 8. Is copied from Rowland's ^^ Mona Antiqua." The original 

A 

was found at the cirque of Bringwn, in the year 1702. It was sent 
by him, as a rare and valuable relique, to his friend Lluid, the 
Archa;ologist, wlio was, at that time, keeper of the Ashmole Museum 
at Oxford ; but it was lost on the way by the carelessness of the 
bearer, and never reached its destination. It was of silver, and, 
through one of the letters near the edge, a hole was drilled or fretted, 
perhaps for the purpose of suspension. There are no letters on the 
obverse ; and it is further remarkable, that the name, like that of the 
former, terminates with an y agin. One of the medals, now in the pos- 
session of Dr. A. Clarke, seems to be a duplicate of this. It is of copper, 
and weighs 740 grs. and is in beautiful preservation. The inscrip- 
tion corresponds with those of Wagenseil and Surenhusius, of 
whicli Rowland's is probably a corruption ; and is thus translated by 
Dr. Clarke: "Jesus of Nazareth, Jehova and man united/'* 

* I have received a Letter from the Rev, Dr. Hales of Killesandr<i, with whom I corres- 
ponded on the subject of the medal, and he has suggested some remarks, which he has been so 
obliging as to allow me to make use of. He supposes that the medal, of which a fac simile is 
given in Rowland, was a clumsy copy from that given by Wagenseil and Surenhusius ; and that 
the inscription was corrupted in the transcript. — ** The second word is pluialy a corrup- 
*' tion of ^n\£2 5 ^^^ ^^^^ fourth word of ;-|•^p]^ ; the letter ^ iod being dropt at the end of the 
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That some of these medals were the fabrication of the latter ages, 
there seems to be no doubt ; unless we reject the evidence of those 
authors, who describe them, particularly Wagenseil, who found 
them so common as to be in the possession of every child. There is 
reason however to believe, that they are not all of the same aera ; and 
that such as are similar to No. 1^ are the most ancient, and of which 
copies have been multiplied by the simple and ready method of casts. 
Among the persons, who were induced by curiosity to visit me to see 
the medal, were two Jews ; one of whom was well acquainted with 
the Hebrew Language, and read the inscription with fluency and 
correctness. He asserted, with confidence, that the n aleph on the 
obverse was not the initial of a word, but the date of tlie coin ; which 
would be so expressed, he said, at the present day. This corresponds 
with the conjecture of Dr. Quarry and others, who assert, that the 
original medal was struck the year after our Saviour's resurrection, 
to commemorate that event. Nor is this altogether inconsistent with 
probability; for, though the early Christians did not commence their 
public dates from the birth of Christ before the sixth century, yet that 
event, or his resurrection, might be preserved by private memorials 
or tokens ; a custom not unusual in ancient, and even adopted in 
modem times. — If this be so, it is not impossible, that this medal may 
be the parent of all the rest, which being fabricated in different 
and subsequent ages, omitted the date, only to be found on the 
venerable original. Another circumstance seems to favour this con- 
jecture ; the style of the workmanship corresponds with that of 
cotemporary medals. There is a breadth and bold relief in the neck 
and chest, which resemble the character and manner, distinguish- 

** second and the beginning of ihe fourth, and the rest corrupted." — The inscription, thus cor- 
rected, would give a translation exactly corresponding with that on the medal of Dr. Clarke^ 
viz. Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ ; the Lord and the man together. 
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ing the coins of Agrippa, which are still extant. It is a fact well 
known, that the arts declined from the reign of Adrian, and were not 
revived till the age of Leo X, As this beautiful medal is known to 
have existed before the latter aera, it is probable it existed before the 
former also, since there is no good medal extant, which is ascertained 
to be the production of the intervening dark period. 

With respect to their use, and the purposes for which they were 
made, authors are as much divided as on the date of their origin* 
They must however have been intended either for circulating coins ; 
for medals to commemorate some interesting event ; for reliques to 
gratify pious credulity ; or for amulets or charms to protect the wearer 
against injury or misfortune. Of these opinions Leusden adoptsthe 
first, Morinus the second, and Wagenseil the third. But whatever 
might have been their origin, there is strong evidence to suppose, 
that they were very generally applied to the fourth purpose. The 
following passage occurs in a French work entitled, " Pratiques 
Superstitieuses,'* printed in the year 1700. " Les Chretiens succom- 
berent bientot a la tentation denser semblables moyens, pour prevenir 
ou guerir les maladies. Des le second siecle, on voit en usage des 
Talismans, c'est a dire, des petites JBgures ou des images graves sur 
du metal qu'on portoit sur soi — On trouve des Talismans, avec le 
noms de Jesu Christ,'* &e.* — It is highly probable, that many of 
these medals were made, and most of them used for a similar pur- 
pose, in the early and middle ages. In the time of Wagenseil, they 
were suspended from children's necks ; like the ^^ Agnus Dei,*' which 

* The Abraxas or Abrasax of the Basiliens, an heretic sect of Christians of the second cen- 
tury, were of this kind : small medals containing different mysterious figures and obscure 
inscriptions in different languages. One is preserved by Baronius, in his voluminous EcclC' 
siastical History, It is the figure of a man surrounded by letters in the Greek character, to 
which Baronius gives a variety of mysterious interpretations. Similar medals are mentioned by 
Chifflet and Montfaucon. On one of the latter is the figure of the patriarch Abraham. 

z2 
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pious mothers hang on the breasts of their infants, at the present day, 
in this country. The medal in my possession has a small projection 
over the apex of the head, which appears to have been the base of 
an eye or small ring. This ring was evidently intended for the pur- 
pose of hanging it about the neck ; and, when at length it was worn 
out by the weight of the pendant, a place for suspension was formed 
by notching the base. This was the use assigned to it by the Jew 
from whom it was purchased, and which induced my brother to label 
it, *' Hebrew Talisman/'* 

The value of those medals has also been a subject of much con- 
troversy ; some holding them in the most extravagant estimation, 
and others asserting, tlmt they Hhould be rejected altogether from a 
cabinet of genuine antiques. Both these opinions are erroneous. 
There is no certain evidence, that they have a claim to the high 
antiquity and interesting origin, which some assign to them ; but it is 
nevertheless certain, that they have a respectable claim on the atten- 
tion of the curious. When Literature and the Sciences began to 
dawn in Europe, after the darkness of the middle ages, and the minds 
of inquisitive men were first directed to search for the remains of 
ancient art, tiiese medals were discovered. They were seen at Rome 
by Theseus Ambrosius, and described, as a great curiosity in the 
pontificate of Julius II, the immediate predecessor of Leo X, 
the reviver of learning in Europe.f This proves, that they 

* Procopius asserts, that the letter, &c., sent to Abgarus by our Saviour, was used by the 
Edessenes, for this purpose : ** in vicena (pvPixxTfi^tn, sive amuleti, in postes urbis suae posuisse." 
Fabric Cod. Apoc. Note vi. p. 218. 

f It is remiti kabl<*, that many of the works of ancient art, which have been handed down to 
posterity as just objects of admiration, were discovered also about this period. The Venus de 
Medici, the ApoUo Belvedere, the Laocoon. and the Torso, werebiought to light either in the 
age of JuUus U, or immediately aftei. Without meaning to imply any conaparison between 
the^e splendid remains and the medal, it may be asserted, that this coincidence in the time of 
the discovery is in favour of the antiquity and value of the latter. Julius died in 15J3. 
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existed at that time, and were among the objects of ancient 
art, that now engaged the attention of the learned ; but it does not 
prove, that they did not exist long before. The very curious and 
scarce work of Theseus Ambrosius itself has been just found in the 
Library of Trinity College Dublin, where it had lain for centuries 
unknown ; and, but for this recent and accidental discovery, his 
valuable evidence would be wanting in the present enquiry : how 
many rare works, of a similar kind and earlier date, illustrative of the 
subject may yet be discovered, we cannot presume to say ; but, since 
his time, the medals have been noticed and particularly described by 
a series of writers to the present day. Assuredly then, what has been 
thus already an object of interest and research to the learned 
men of Europe, for more than 300 years, and which are now so 
scarce, that but five genuine originals are known to exist, must be of 
no small value in the estimktion of a curious and learned enquirer* 



